
MINUTES 

ALPINE TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 

MAY 16, 2022 

 

 

2022-63 CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

The Alpine Township Board of Trustees held a regular meeting on Monday, May 16, 2022 at the Alpine 

Township Meeting Room, 5255 Alpine Avenue, Comstock Park, Michigan, 49321 with due notice.  

Supervisor Madura called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Present were Supervisor Greg Madura, Clerk Jean Wahlfield, Treasurer Beth Alt and Trustees Ron 

Cordes, Rob Scheidel, William Schweitzer and Mike Wahlfield.   

 

A moment of silence was observed in memory of Alpine Firefighter Adam Guigue who passed away 

unexpectedly.   

 

The Supervisor stated that one item be added to the Agenda which is to receive information about the 

Purchase of Development Rights Program. 

 

A motion was offered by Schweitzer, with support from Cordes, to approve the Agenda with one 

addition.  The motion carried 7-0.   

 

The Consent Agenda was approved in a motion offered by M. Wahlfield with support from 

Schweitzer and the motion carried 7-0. 

 

 

2022-64 CONSIDERATION OF VOUCHERS/BILLS 

 

A motion was offered by Cordes with support from Schweitzer to approve the payment of vouchers 

for the period 04/20/22 through 05/17/22 as presented.  The motion carried 7-0.  

 

 

2022-65 PUBLIC HEARING – FISCAL  YEAR 2022-2023 GENERAL AND  

  FIRE FUND BUDGET 

 

The Supervisor noted that Board members have received copies of the proposed budgets dated 05/16/22 

for the general and fire funds.  The Fire Fund is expected to receive approximately $1.415 million in 

revenues from the recently passed millage.  The General Fund budget show revenues at approximately 

$3,455 million which includes federal ARPA funds and inflates the proposed budget. General fund 

expenditures for most departments remain mainly the same as in FY 2022.  The exception is department 

“440” Public Works & Services expenditures which show an increase for bus services as well as road 

improvements and construction. Board members reviewed the document with Wahlfield wanting to 

know if the federal ARP funds could be used for solar panels at Township properties.  Other Board 

members wanting to know if the funds could be used to pay for a new roof at Fire Station #3.  The 

required noticing for the budget public hearing has taken place in the Grand Rapids Press.   

 

Cordes offered a motion with support from M. Wahlfield, to open the public hearing for the Fiscal 

Year 2023 general and fire fund budgets.  The motion carried 7-0.   
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Noting that no public comments were received, a motion to close the public hearing for the FY 

2023 general and fire fund budgets was offered by M. Wahlfield with support from Alt.  The 

motion carried 7-0. 

 

The Supervisor noted that the FY 2023 general and fire budgets including the required resolutions will 

be adopted at the regular Township Board meeting on  June 20, 2022.  

 

 

2022-66 PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Sharon Klomparens, 3547 Mile Road NW, read her resignation letter noting that her last day was May 

10, 2022.  She stated that she started the job approximately 4 years ago and enjoyed working for “her 

community”.  She explained several troubles she has experienced and unhappy situations while working 

at the Sports Park.  

 

Tony Brechting, 1307 6 Mile Road NW, provided several items about his request to place a moratorium 

on any new projects in Alpine Township while the Master Plan update process is taking place.  He noted 

that the moratorium item has been placed in the agenda under Item 6-A but he is dis-heartened about the 

recent chain of events regarding two projects in the Township.   

 

Peggy Brechting, 1275 6 Mile Road NW, stated that she supports all of Tony Brechting comments.  She 

supports Sharon Klomparens and expressed her concerns about safety while working at the sports park. 

 

Mike Brechting, 4700 Gibbs Street NW, backed-up and supported the comments from Tony Brechting.  

He would like a moratorium on rezonings.   

 

Marta Brechting, 1275 6 Mile Road NW, had several comments noting it is the responsibility of the 

Board to deal with infrastructure troubles and pay attention to residents concerns.  She is concerned 

about traffic and endangering residents on 4 Mile Road NW. 

 

Ken Titus, 1110 Alpine Church Road NW, is upset about the numbers of houses proposed for the Range 

at Alpine project.  He does not like rental units and feels that the project will create problems.  He does 

like the proposed type of development as it is a “step down”.  

 

Cheryl  Pierre, 2700 Schindler Drive NW, noted that residents have expressed themselves pretty well 

and do not want the Gracewil golf course property development as proposed.  She wants development 

of large residential lots instead and the roads are not built for the type of proposed development. Why is 

the Township passing what developers want instead of listening to residents? 

 

Ken Sanders, 2634 Schindler Drive NW, commented that there is a compatibility issue with the proposed 

Gracewil development as the project is not compatible with the adjacent high end homes and owners.  

The Board should be listening to what “we” want and instead of making new people more important 

than the quality of life for existing property  owners.   

 

Carole Hulst, 3900 Walker NW, stated that her property and property owners on Indian Mill Creek are 

concern about water and flooding increasing on their properties due to development.  Who gets in touch 

with EGLE or the DEQ to work on not increasing flooding and water problems. 
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Roger Parent, 300 Timber Creek Circle NW, comment on his support of the installation of sidewalks on 

4 Mile Road near Yorkland Drive.  He is dis-heartened about the resignation of Sharon Klomparens.  

 

Don Armock, 2728 Schindler Drive NW, agrees with the previous comments about not allowing the 

Gracewil project to move forward and increased traffic on 4 Mile Road NW. 

 

Cathy Sanders, 2634 Schindler Drive NW, provided several comments about the master plan update and 

the proposed Gracewil development.  She deals with the traffic on 4 Mile daily and that the large amount 

of traffic is a “joke”.  Development needs to fit the neighborhood and that the Township needs to talk to 

the Gracewil people to “tone down development” as her neighborhood will be destroyed.   

 

Mike Lakso, 7970 Vinton Avenue NW, was present to support Sharon Klomparens noting that the 

Township is losing a valuable employee and to think about what has been lost. 

 

 

2022-67 COMMISSION REPORTS 

 

Planning Commission: Cordes – The Planning Commission approved a new location and site plan 

for El Burrito Loco and LMCU.      

Zoning Board of Appeals: Schweitzer – The Board did not meet.     

Historical Commission: M. Wahlfield - The Commission continues to work on 175th Anniversary 

projects.  Toner for the copiers and printers has been received as well as the requested display easels.  

The painting of the historical museum interior is halfway completed.  New signs for opens houses have 

been received.        

 Sewer & Water: Madura – In the past few weeks four water main breaks have occurred in the Westgate 

neighborhood.  The sewer easement project along Four Mile Road west of Alpine continues and the 6 

Mile sewer replacement project east of Alpine is underway.  The NKSA plant will need to conform to 

future PFAS regulations. The new regulations will result in upgrades to the plant in the millions of 

dollars.  The NKSA is working to obtain low interest or forgiveness loans from the federal government 

for the needed upgrades.   

Parks & Recreation: Scheidel – The Township received a grant to construct a pavilion at the Sports 

Park and paving of the parking is planned for this summer.                            

Alpine KDL Branch Library: Branch Manager Knapp was present to review her monthly report. She 

reviewed that statistical information for the Alpine branch and noted that a new app has been launched 

to make library tasks faster and easier.  The “Summer Wonder! reading programs are underway and run 

through August 13.  The popular Touch a Truck program is set for June 18, 2022 at  the Alpine Sports 

Park.   

 

 

2022-68 RECEIPT OF CORRESPONDENCE – MORATORIUM 

 

The Supervisor noted that Board members received copies of the email sent by Tony Brechting 

requesting that the Board place a moratorium on considering current and new development in the 

Township until after the Master Plan updated has been completed. The Board discussed this topic.    
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A motion was offered by Cordes, with support from Scheidel, to deny the request to place a 

moratorium on current or new projects within the Township until the master plan update has 

been completed.  The motion carried 7-0.    

 

 

2022-69 UPDATE – NEW FIRE STATION #1 AT 1100 HENZE STREET NW 

 

In the absence of the Fire Chief, Deputy Chief Kelly provided information about the progress at the new 

fire station.  He noted that the fire trucks were moved into the bays today. A punch list building items 

that need resolved is in the works with construction manager.   

 

Concerns about the asphalt noted at the budget workshop are being worked on as the finish/top coat is 

very soft.  The slide has been installed, a flagpole will need to be added to the site, the exercise equipment 

will be moved to the new station, and the spreading of topsoil is taking place.  

 

 

2022-70 FIRE DEPARMENT 

 

Deputy Chief Kelly addressed the proposed and current year fire fund budget noting that he attended the 

budget workshop for the fire fund.  Line items have been updated.  The fire department intends to hire 6 

new firefighters and outfit with the required gear in the FY 2023 budget year.   

 

Fire department job descriptions were included in the Board packets.  The fire chief and deputy need to 

have the EMT licensing requirement added to these two job descriptions.  The job descriptions will be 

forwarded to the Township attorney for final review.   

 

The Deputy Chief explained that the proposed fire fund salary for the fire chief shows a salary increase 

to $69,992 as compared to the $64,500 which is the 3% amount proposed for all employees.  Kelly 

reviewed a number of factors to support the proposed salary and explained that comparable 

municipalities pay in the range of $72,000-$75,00. He suggested that the fire fund budget can 

accommodate a larger salary increase by moving funds from different line items. 

 

Trustee Cordes leaves the meeting at 8:42 pm.   

 

 

2022-71 PRESENTATION OF INFORMATION – TRANSFER OF DEVELOPMENT 

  RIGHTS PROGRAM 

 

Dennis Heffron from Grattan Township provided information on how a transfer of developments right 

program is working in his Township.  The purpose of the program is to preserve farmland by transferring 

the developments rights to areas where development is planned.  The farmer sells his rights and enters 

into an agreement that the land will remain farmland.  A mechanism for funding the program is needed 

which can be accomplished by dedicated millage or funding from the State.  He noted that Grattan 

Township has developed an ordinance for the Transfer of Development Rights Program and that it is 

working well. 
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2022-72  PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Former Fire Chief Fritz Schweitzer commented on the history of the Alpine Township Fire Department, 

his 14 years as the Chief and his happiness that the new fire station has been completed.   

 

Rob Steffens, 7444 13 Mile Road, provided comments about the Transfer of Development Rights 

Program. 

 

Jody Alvesteffer, 3151 Ridgeport NW, provided several comments about the proposed Gracewil project 

noting the less homes should be placed on the property.  She is concerned about the pressure on the 

school system and flooding.  The Township needs to slow down the process.   

 

Tony Brechting, 1307 6 Mile Road NW had questions about Transfer of Development Rights and 

Purchase of Development Rights programs.  He provided other comments about development. 

 

Mike Brechting, 4700 Gibbs NW, noted that most of the public comments are centered around the 

Gracewil project.  The Master Plan needs to reflect what residents want as he feels there is a disconnect 

and misunderstandings taking place. 

 

Ken Titus, 1110 Alpine Church Road NW, stated that a duplex equals two apartments.   

 

 

2022-73 SUPERVISOR AND BOARD COMMENTS 

 

Board members offered their “thanks” to the people that worked to get the fire millage passed and 

thanked the public for sharing their comments.  Fire department personnel are appreciated and valued as 

well as all Township employees.   

 

 

2022-74 ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was offered by Schweitzer with support from Alt.  The motion 

carried 6-0 with Cordes absent.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:26 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

___________________________________  _______________________________ 

Jean Wahlfield, Clerk     Greg Madura, Supervisor  

 

 

 

 

   


